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Statement ‘To Our Members 
By Secretary to the National Council, National Woman’s Party. 


N the 34 years of its existence the National Woman’s 

Party has worked harmoniously and as a unit to 
raise the status of women. The Party is now faced 
with a situation which may best be described as a 
coup d’etat, an attempt by a few individuals within 
the Party to seize power by unlawful means. The 
National Council feels that an explanation is due the 
membership concerning the unprecedented develop- 
ments of the last four months, which have, most un- 
fortunately, seriously interrupted the work for the 
Equal Rights Amendment. 

The National Council. voted at its meeting in New 
York on September 28, 1946, that the Biennial Con- 
vention be held in Washington in January 1947, leav- 
ing the exact dates to be fixed later as seemed best. 
Shortly after the September 28 Council meeting the 
exact dates were fixed, in conformity with the above 


Council action, for January 25 and 26. These dates 
were chosen by the National Chairman, the three Vice 
Chairmen, the Treasurer, and the Convention Chair- 
man, Dr. Agnes E. Wells, who had been chosen Con- 
vention Chairman by the ‘National Executive Council. 
Other convention details were decided upon by the 
officers and Convention Chairman. The official Call to 
the Biennial Convention was then issued, and all of 
you received a copy of that Call, which was published 
in the EQUAL RIGHTS issue of September-October, 
1946. 

About a month after the official Call had been mailed, 
another “Call” for a Biennial Convention to be held 
on January 10, 11 and 12 (instead of the already an- 
nounced dates of J anuary 25 and 26), was sent out 
by a few individuals. This second “Call” was not 

(Continued on Page 3) 


The National Council, National Woman's Party, Meet in Continuous Session at National Headquarters to Discuss the Emergency 
Confronting the Organization 
Left to Right. Front Row. Mrs. Arthur C. Holden, New York City; Miss Mabel E. Griswold, Wisconsin State Chairman and Secretary of the 


National Council; Miss Alice Paul, past National Chairman and founder of the National Woman’s Party; Mrs. Marie Moore Forrest, D. C., 
3rd Vice Chairman: Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Pa., Congressional Chairman; Miss Anita Pollitzer, S. C., National Chairman; Mrs. Clara 


Snell Wolfe, Ohio, Ist Vice Chairman; Mrs. Lloyd Williams, Conn., 2nd Vice Chairman; Miss 


Mrs. Lucia Hanna Hadley, Ind. 
Standing: Miss Florence E. 


Houston Greiner, Md., Treasurer; 


Kennard, Md., Assistant to the Treasurer; Mrs. Theodore Forbes, Md.; Mrs. Mary E. Cue Eee oem Sem; 
; Mrs. Meta Grace Keebler, Alabama State Chairman; Mrs. Helen Vanderburg, Iowa State Chairman; Mrs. 


Cecil Norton Broy, 


Va,, Political Chairman; Mrs. Mary A. Murray, N. V., Chairman, Ipdustrial Council. 


Present at the meeting but not in photograph: Miss Mary C. Kennedy, Indiana State Chairman; Dr. Alma Jane Speer, D. C.; Mrs. Grace Cook 


Kurz, N. Y., Organization 


Thee Council eoavened on January 9, at 2:30 P. ML, met Janualt 10, 11, 12, and has now recessed. 
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2 EQUAL RIGHTS 


January-February, 1947 


Message From The Convention Chairman 


By AGNEs E. WELLS 


Dr. Wells is Convention Chairman of the National Woman's Party for 1947; Dean Emeritus, Indiana University; 
former President of National Association of Deans of Women; former National Vice President American Asso- 
ciation of University Women; Member, National Council, National Woman's Party. 


T THE National Woman’s Party Biennial Confer- 
ence, held on December fourteenth in Indianapolis, 
Indiana and at the meeting of the National Council 
December fifteenth at the same place, there were pres- 
ent a group of very energetic, enthusiastic and hard- 
working members who, for years, have devoted many 
hours each week to the Cause—the passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment by Congress. 

No doubt those who heard, as I did, the splendid 
reports from many states and who felt the earnest 
desire of the speakers to let nothing interfere with 
their work for the Cause, felt, as I did, that the per- 
sonal sacrifices made by most of us to buy railroad 
tickets and pay hotel bills were well worth the price. 

We met the National Officers and talked over ways 
and means of acquainting our Middle-West and West- 
ern States with the necessity of study and work, not 
only to get votes for the Equal Rights Amendment in 
the Senate and the House but to educate the general 
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 


In November and December, 1946, two unauthorized | 


Supplements to the September-October issue of Equal 
Rights were mailed to our subscribers under our trade- 
mark “EQUAL RIGHTS.” 


The persons who took the supplement copy to our 
printer in Baltimore, held themselves out as connected 
with EQUAL RIGHTS. Not convinced of the authority 
of those presenting the copy, our printer checked back 
with us, and with great loyalty to the National Wo- 
man’s Party, refused to print. The unauthorized sup- 
plement material was then taken to another printer 
with whom our organization has had no dealings and 
who would therefore, not question the copy, and who 
accepted the order without checking back to inquire 
or to secure authorization from the National Woman’s 
Party. 

The confused situation resulting from this unauthor- 
ized printing of two alleged Equal Rights “Supple- 
ments” made it difficult to bring out the November- 
December issue of EQUAL RIGHTS, and it was there- 
fore omitted. We trust this explanation will make the 
situation clear to you. Your subscription will be ex 
tended another issue. | 


public, both men and women, in the fundamental 
meaning and importance of the Amendment. 


I would say that nine out of ten men and women do 
not know what it is all about! 


Men take their Bill of Rights for granted and now 
G. I.’s of World War II talk about their Bill of Rights, 
but few people, educated or otherwise, even know that 
the Equal Rights Amendment would protect all women 
citizens under the Constitution of the United States 
of America. It would release many women from real 
bondage where states have “protected” them by 
special legislation. The Equal Rights Amendment 
would give all women citizens of the United States a 
Bill of Rights. | 

Since studying the splendid work done by women 
in Business, in the Professions, in Science, in Industry, 
and in unskilled fields during the war, realizing that 
much protective legislation for women alone, was set 
aside as a war measure and that the war work was 
superbly done by women with few casualties, we know 
that special protective legislation for women alone is 
not necessary. We need local protective legislation for 
human beings, of course, but let us get an Amendment 
to our Constitution that would give a fundamental 
law so that all United States citizens will be protected. 

The women of the Eastern States have been more 


alert to the fact that under our wonderful Constitution 


women are not considered persons and therefore are 
not protected by it. Let us all try to help to inform 
the general public in the Middle West and in the 
Western States of the meaning and need of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. The vote of thirty-six states is 
needed for ratification, after Congress votes favorably 
= ag Amendment. Hard work is needed in every 

The National Woman’s Party working with more 
than thirty other women’s organizations can and must 
arouse women by the thousands, to the real dangers 
they are facing when protected only by local state 
legislation, which could be changed every few years. 

t all members of the National Woman’s Party 
begin to plan now to attend the National Convention 
in Chicago at the Stevens Hotel, April 12th and 13th, 
1947. Let each and every one of us try to interest 
at least ten outstanding women in our communities, 
who up to this time have not worked for this great 
cause. Support of this type would be far reaching in 
its results. 

At this Convention there will be an election of offi- 
cers for the next two years. By attending the Con- 
vention and by voting and abiding by the outcome 
of the vote we can prove that we are a democratic 
organization and thus can continue to hold the respect 
of our fellow countrymen for our organization and 
therefore for our work for the Cause. 

Let us work hard, shoulder to shoulder, for the 
Cause and put aside any differences of opinion on 
management, etc., that may lose us the results of 
work of faithful people during the last 23 years. The 
Bill of Rights for women is the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. Let us get behind the Cause with greater united 
— and harder cooperative work than ever 


ore. 
Plan to attend the Biennial Convention, April 12-13, 
1947, in Chicago, at the Stevens Hotel. 
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Statement to Our Members (Continued from Page 1) 


authorized by the National Chairman, Vice Chairmen, 
Treasurer, or Convention Chairman. It was issued 
without the knowledge of the Executive Council. This 
second “Call” was printed in a so-called “Supplement 
to Equal Rights”; but this “Supplement” was printed 
without the consent or knowledge of the Chairman, 
the Vice-Chairmen, the Treasurer, the Convention 
Chairman, or the National Executive Council. In an 
effort to substitute their “Convention” dates, those 
issuing the “Supplement” went so far as to print 
therein: “The dates of the Convention are January 
10, 11, and 12, 1947, and not January 25-26, as given 
in the September-October 1946 issue of Equal Rights.” 

Because of the confusion resulting from two Calls“ 
and two proposed Biennial Conventions, the National 
Executive Council was summoned by the National 
Chairman to meet in Washington on November 24, 
and the entire National Council, the highest governing 
body between Biennial Conventions, was summoned 
by the National Chairman to meet in Indianapolis on 
December 15. The Executive Council and the National 


Council both voted not to recognize the proposed. 


January meeting at the Mayflower. 

The Council meeting at Indianapolis decided, in view 
of the extraordinary confusion that had been caused, 
to substitute as Convention dates, the dates of Satur- 
day and Sunday, April 12 and 13, for the original dates 
of January 25 and 26. It also voted to change the 
place of meeting from Washington to Chicago. It was 
thought that the April dates, coming at the time of the 
Easter holidays, would permit the attendance of teach- 
ers, and that a meeting in the Middle West would give 
additional impetus to the work for the Amendment. 


The National Council met again on January 9, 10, 
11, 12, in Washington, and reaffirmed the action taken 
by the National Council at its Indianapolis meeting. 
The Council expressed the strongest possible disap- 
proval of the rump “Convention” that was taking 


place at that very moment at the Mayflower Hotel 


in Washington, and it voted to authorize the officers 
to take any legal action necessary for the protection 
of the organization. 

However, in spite of the constant protests made by 
the officers and elected Council members, the May- 
flower group proceeded to elect a new National Chair- 
man—so-called—and an entire slate. Several of those 
who were “elected” have since announced that their 
names had been used without their consent or knowl- 
edge and that they were unwilling to serve on any 
Council chosen at the rump convention. 

At the coming April Convention to be held in Chi- 
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Excerpts From The Press 


From The New York Times of January 14, 1947: 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 138—Dissension within the ranks of the 
National Woman’s Party came into the open today with the 
revelation that a rebel group had attempted to take over pa 
headquarters, the Alva E. Belmont House, on Capitol 
in the name of Mrs. John L. Whitehurst of Baltimore. 

Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, congressional chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, denounced what she termed an 
attempt on the part of a small recalcitrant group to “take 
the Woman’s Party. 

so call 


The Christian Science Monitor, in reporting the incident 
said in its issue of January 15: 
The National Woman’s Party, long-time champion of equal 
equal rights 
among women. 


rights for women, is having a little problem 

An insurgent group has broken off from the organization and 
is attempting to wrest the control of the Party, its headquarters 
and its funds from the present incumbents. 

The rebel group even went so far recently as to an 
invasion by force into the Party headquarters, the Alva ont 
House on Capitol Hill, from which they were persuaded to with- 
draw only after arrival of the police. 

Mrs. Belmont, wealthy patron of the Party, who bequeathed to 
it her home, also left it ample funds for operation. 


‘Rebels Seek Control’ 


; Control of these were 2 by the dissidents. The —— 
however, scenting trouble within the ranks, checked authori 
signatures and refused to honor the claim of the new applicants. 

All this came about as the Party councils met in national 
session at the Belmont House last a while insurgents 
flounced off to a m of their own at the Mayflower Hotel 
and elected new Party The incumbents deny the “legal- 
ity” of these elections. 

The split has developed over interpretation of the purpose and 
3 the Party. 

e insurgents claim that the P s only legitimate func- 

tion is the promotion of the Equal Rights Amendment, and that 
it has no authority to dabble in the international field. 


Opposite Viewpoint 
The incumbents, headed by the Party’s National Chairman, 
Miss Anita Pollitzer, and Party founder, Miss Alice Paul, take 
the broader view that while the Party’s main concern is ge 
of the amendment, its interests appropriately include interna- 


tional aspects of equal rights for women, as well. 


The Washington Times-Herald of January 14: 


organized in 1916 to carry on the fight of suffragettes and 
feminists of the last century, was reported trying to bring 
the warring factions together. 

She has been for 30 years an outstanding advocate of united 
womanhood “fighting for its rights“ and for emancipation from 
— placed on her sex by a world “organized for and 
run by men. 

Carrying the banner for the “ins” was Anita Pollitzer, of 
Washington, long-time officer of the o tion. She be- 
came its national chairman in 1945 when Miss Paul asked to be 
relieved of that post so she could devote more time to her 
other office as chairman of the World’s Woman Party. 


Election Held by Mail 


With national conventions called off because of the war, 
Miss Pollitzer was chosen chairman in an election conducted by 
mail, a procedure generally conceded to be slightly irregular 
but accepted as a makes by the N.W.P. and many other 
organizations because of travel restrictions. 


From the Washington Post of January 14, 1947: 


A statement of the “officers and members of the National 
Council of the National Woman’s Party, now in executive ses- 
sion at Alva Belmont House” (on B street) declared that the 
circumstances have necessita the retention of counsel “to 
represent us in any legal action we may be forced to take.” * * * 

iss Anita Pollitzer, national chairman of the Belmont 
National Woman’s Party, explained that legal counsel had sug- 
: it might be wise to know who was going in and out of 

e house. 

Le counsel was necessary, the statement of officers and 
8 etc., declared, because: 

No Alternative Left 


“No other course is left to us by which to keep faith with 
the Party membership and to protect the o tion, and 
its headquarters here, the maintenance of the integrity of which 
we regard as a trust which we can neither nor allow 
illegally to be taken over by those now seeking to do so, during 
the term of office to which we were elected, and pending the 
holding of our biennial convention in Chicago April 12-13 
for the election of officers and other purposes.” 

Those of the Mayflower contingent who could be reached 
had very little to say about this situation. 

The gist of the Mayflower ladies’ remarks was: 

“Don’t quote me” and “I have no comment“. 

But it was learned that the convention held on Saturday night 
met long enough to elect some new officers—their names could 
not be learned—and to decide on a question of policy, to wit: 
that the drive for the equal rights amendment be pressed. 


| 
| 
— — 
wholly without validity,” Mrs Miller declared. “I was urged | 
| 
repli their proposal and program were 8 
I think that a great disservice has been done Mrs. itehurst | 
by involving her in the present deplorable situation.” | 
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Equal Rights Amendment Introduced In 80th Congress 


HE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT to the 

United States Constitution was introduced on 
January 9, 1947, in the House of Representatives by 
Judge John M. Robsion (R) of Kentucky, as Chief 
Sponsor, and Representative Fadjo Cravens (D) of 
Arkansas 


Representative Robsion, long a devoted supporter 
of the Amendment, a former Senator, and now leader 
of the Republican side of the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee, announced in introducing the Amendment: 


“In the last Congress the Amendment was 
favorably reported by the Judiciary Committee 
of the House of Representatives, for the first 
time in history. It received a majority vote 
on the floor of the Senate for the first time. 
The President of the United States gave his 
endorsement for the first time, during the last 
Congress. 

“This Amendment was introduced in the last 
Congress by the Honorable Louis Ludlow (D), 
Indiana, with seventy-four members who asso- 
ciated themselves with him in its introduction 
as co-sponsors. Due to the illness of Mr. Ludlow 
many supporters of this Amendment have re- 
quested me, a long-time champion of woman 
suffrage and the Equal Rights Amendment, to 
be its chief sponsor in the 80th Congress. I 
hope we may show even greater strength back 
of the Amendment in launching it in this Re- 
publican Congress, as the Republican Party has 
always been in the forefront in advocating 
justice and freedom for women.” 


Judge Robsion added that he hopes for an almost 
one hundred per cent Republican support. 
Mr. Fadjo Cravens (D), Arkansas, able champion 


of the Amendment, who is enlisting Democratic sup- 


port in the House of Representatives for the Amend- 
ment, said: 

“In the 79th Congress, and as a member of 
the Judiciary Committee of the House, I spon- 
sored the proposal for a Constitutional Amend- 
ment providing in effect that equality of rights 
under the law should not be denied or abridged 
by any State or the United States on account 
of sex. The Honorable John M. Robsion has 
agreed to sponsor a similar proposal in the 
present Congress, and I am myself writing to 
all Democratic members of the House for the 
purpose of securing their active support of the 
proposed amendment, which he and I are jointly 
and actively supporting.” | 


Anita Pollitzer, National Chairman of the Nationa 


Woman’s Party, after the introduction of the Amend- 
ment, commented: 

“There is a rising tide of sentiment for the Equal 
Rights Amendment which cannot longer be denied. 
This Congress should pass the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment promptly. We have it within our er to bring 
this to pass. Let each of us indicate what we will do, 
and together press for victory. In this way the work of 
many years can be brought to fruition.” 


From the Northern Great Plains section of the 
country, Mrs. Mary E. Owens, North Dakota State 
Chairman of the National Woman’s Party, declared: 

“A tremendous responsibility rests upon women in 
our part of the country, who are practically free from 
discrimination. The Senators and Representatives of 

North Dakota all realize the significance and import- 

ance of equal rights. They are lending their su 

to the Amendment and to the ity cause which will 

help women everywhere. We look for victory in the 

80th Congress. 


Message from Mrs. U. S. Guyer of Kansas, Co- chairman, 
Congressional Committee, National Woman’s Party, and 
Widow of 1 U. S. Guyer, who was ranking 
member of House Judiciary Committee and strong sup- 
porter of Equal Rights Amendment. 


The Chairman of the Republican National Commit- 
tee, Mr. B. Carroll Reece, wrote on May 3, 1946, In 
my opinion if our Party were in power there would be 
no question about the immediate submission of the 
Equal Rights Amendment.” 

We have a Republican majority in Congress for 
the first time in 14 years, and while the National 
Woman’s Party is non-partisan and both parties have 
endorsed the Equal Rights Amendment, I am sure 
you will forgive me if as the widow of a former 
Republican member of Congress, I recall the record 
of my party in connection with the Amendment. 


Ten Republican Senators and 31 Representatives 
participated in the introduction of the Equal Rights 
Amendment in the 79th Congress, just adjourned. 


That dramatic session in the Senate on July 19, 
1946, when the Amendment came so close to success, 
23 out of 38 votes for the passage of the Amendment 
were cast by Republicans. Twenty-two Republican 
Governors have made public statements in support 
of the Amendment and 8 Democratic Governors have 
also done so. 


In the 80th Congress, we are fortunate in having 
one of our staunch long-time friends as a leader in 
the House, Representative Joseph W. Martin, Jr. 


It would not be right to speak to you without sum- 
marizing our gains in Congress during the last ses- 
sion. 

The Judiciary Committee of the House of Repre- 
2 reported the Amendment favorably on July 

The Judiciary Committee of the Senate reported 
the Amendment favorably on March 5, 1946. Then the 
majority vote in the Senate —the Amendment re- 
ceived a majority vote in the Senate on July 19, 1946, 
but failed by eleven votes to get the two-thirds neces- 
sary to pass a Constitutional Amendment. 

In 17 States both Senators have endorsed the 
Amendment, while in 15 States one of the two Sen- 
ators is for it. 

Never have we had such support; never was success 


80 near. This can be the year of VICTORY if we 


all work with unified strength. 


Statement by Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Co-chairman, Con- 
essional Committee, National Woman’s Party, for 
Biennial Conference. 


I believe that we are in a far more advantageous 
position regarding the Equal Rights Amendment than 
we have ever been before. In the primaries we got 
rid of a number of enemies in Congress; in the Novem- 
ber elections we got rid of more enemies, and we 
gained new supporters. If we now make a united and 
intensive drive on Congress I am confident that we 
can pass the Amendment in the coming Congress. 
This means of course that all of us must work whole- 
heartedly together for the passage of the Amendment. 


The issue is non-partisan. Both Parties have de- 
clared for the Amendment. The Democratic leadership 
pressed for the Amendment in the last Congress and 
brought it to its first vote in the United States Senate 
where the Amendment received a majority vote al- 
though not the required two-thirds. Undoubtedly the 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 


Democratic 412 2 will give the needed support 
for victory in the 80th Congress. 

The National Woman's Party and more than thirty 
other organizations are united on the Amendment. 
It seems incredible that all women in the country are 
not working for it. The principle of equality between 
men and women has been accepted by our nation 
through its membership in the United Nations, and 
the recognition of the equality idea is world wide. 


Statement to Our Members (Continued from Page 3) 


cago, the national officers will be elected for the next 
two years and all other Convention business will be 
transacted. That Convention is less than three months 
away. In an effort to achieve reconciliation and end 
the insurgency, the present officers are willing to cut 
short their terms of office, for they were elected in 
October 1945 at a “Convention-by-Mail” for a term 
of two years. This “Convention-by-Mail” was held in 
accordance with war-time restrictions imposed by the 
Federal Government with regard to the holding of con- 
ventions personally attended. 

You will ask why does not the protesting element, 
if it has the interests of the Amendment at heart, 
lay aside its grievances, whatever they may be, for the 
short space of three months and permit the member- 
ship to decide the issue upon its merits in a demo- 
cratic way? We do not know the answer. We may only 
surmise that some force is at work whose motive is 
the defeat of the Amendment. 

None of the officers of the present duly elected ad- 
ministration, but one, joined the insurgent group. 
From my own part of the country, the States of Iowa, 
Nebraska, Illinois, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wis- 
consin, Minnesota, Kansas, Indiana, Ohio, and Michi- 
gan, did not take part in the so-called “Convention” 
held at the Mayflower on January 10, 11, 12. Many sent 
word to the National Headquarters in Washington that 
they would not participate in the “Insurgent meeting.” 
Similar action was taken by the Woman’s Party 
groups in nearly all the other states in which the 
Woman’s Party has state organizations. 

An attempt was made to gain possession of the 
National Headquarters by unlawful entry, around mid- 
night on Saturday, January 11. That attempt failed, 
although the house was forcibly entered. 

The only excuse and attempted justification given 
by the insurgent group for their extraordinarily irregu- 
lar procedure is based on action taken at a so-called 
“Council” meeting held in Washington on October 27, 
at which only fifteen Council members were present, 
two of whom subsequently disassociated themselves 
from the proceedings. This so-called “Council” meeting 
had been convened by the National Secretary at the in- 
stance of ten members without reference to the Chair- 
man and against the opinion given by the Parliamen- 
tarian of the Woman’s Party that the meeting had 
been called irregularly. Furthermore, the National 
Executive Council, when it met November 24, voted 
unanimously except for one dissenting vote, that the 
October 27 meeting was not in order. This opinion 
was concurred in by the regularly called Council meet- 
ing held at Indianapolis, Indiana, December 15, and 
by the regularly called Council meeting held at Wash- 
ington January 9, 10, 11, 12. 

The National Council has retained legal counsel with 
a view to safeguarding the interests, property, and 
funds of the Party until the regular Biennial Con- 
vention, meeting in Chicago, April 12 and 13. 


(Signed) MABEL E. GRISWOLD, 
Secretary to the National Council. 


Organization Report 


Made to the National Council at Indianapolis 
By the Organization Chairman, Grace Cook Kurz 


I take it the main duty of your Organization chairman is to 
determine in what ways organization within the National 
Woman’s Party can aid us in achieving equal legal rights. 


Because I have only recently become a member of the Party, 
my first action has been an effort to find out the present facts 
concerning organization. ee I wrote in the summer of 
this year to the eleven Regional Chairmen, asking them to reply 
to the following questions: 


1. Who are your State Chairmen? Were they appointed or 
elected? If elected, for what term of office? 


2. What organized groups has each state, and what is the 
present membership of each group? 
3. Which states have a constitution approved by the National 
Council? 
With these letters was enclosed a copy of the constitution of 
the National Woman’s Party. 


Responses have been received from all but one of the Regional 
Chairmen. Four of them gave me the desired information. One 
busy woman referred me to her state chairmen. Five had no 
information to give on the subject of organization. Illness, 
business pressure, or personal responsibilities were the occasion, 
in some cases, of inability to answer the 8 When I drew 
a blank I tried to reach the State Chairmen. e results were 


similar. All, or nearly all, reported efforts with regard to state 


and national legislation. 


The conclusion was plain. There has been no prevailing con- 
sciousness of a need of organization within region or state. 
Where organization exists it exists because a State Chairman 
has felt the need of it. Very few states have approved consti- 
tutions, and few have chairmen and other officers elected by the 
membership. 


These facts are to be considered without any ion of 
failure of duty on the part of our officers. So far as I can learn, 
their duties have never been defined. In the long history of the 
National Woman’s Party the primary effort has been consist- 
ently directed toward working with law-makers and other influ- 
ential persons throughout the country. This work has been neces- 
sary and it has met with astonishing success. However, as we 
grow increasingly hopeful of the passage of the Amendment, we 
are faced with problems of ratification. For this we need the 
votes of three-fourths of the states. Since each state has but 
one vote, either yes or no, it follows that in order to get thirty- 
six votes Rhode Island, Delaware, and Nevada become as neces- 
sary to us as California, Texas and New York. What are the 
home folks going to say to their state legislators? This becomes 
a vital question. One New England Senator in Washington has 
written me that he has no indication that the women of his 
state are at all interested in equal rights or in the Amendment. 


It follows that the home folks all over the country need 
awakening. It is at least probable that efforts at organization 
within most of the states would bring in more workers, more 
powerful publicity, and the arousing of general interest within 
the state. And o ization, let me emphasize this, means more 
than election of officers and the framing of a constitution. These 
things are stage-setting without a play. Organization implies 
working committees, active toward a goal. 


My conclusion is that if we are to gain popular interest 
within the states, we need to enlarge our conception of the 
functions of a nation-wide organization, and we need definite 
indication of the duties of regional and state officers. 


I therefore recommend that a Constitutional Committee of 


three members be appointed by the National Chairman to revise 


the Constitution of the National Woman’s, Party in any way 
deemed necessary, with particular attention to the work of the 
states and their relation to the Regions and to the National policy. 


Amendments To Constitution And By-Laws 


Members desiring to make ions for changes in the 
Constitution and By-Laws of National Woman’s Party 
should send suggested changes immediately to the Committee 
on Revision of the Constitution, created at the Indianapolis 
Council Meeting, December 15, 1946. The Committee consists of: 
Mrs. Grace Cook Kurz, Chairman; Mrs. Burnita Shelton Mat- 
thews, and Mrs. Harry Lilly. 


Please mail proposed Amendments to Mrs. Grace Cook Kurz, 
Chairman, 36-20 Bowne Street, Flushing, New York. 
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The National Biennial Conference 
By MABEL E. GRISWOLD 


HE BIENNIAL Conference of the National 

Woman’s Party held at Hotel Severin, Indianapolis 
on December 14, presented a very encouraging soli- 
darity of purpose for immediate passage of the 
Amendment. That was the goal in every woman’s 
mind—the Equal Rights Amendment—it must be 
adopted in the 80th Congress which convenes in Jan- 
uary. What should be done to secure its adoption? 
This was a working conference and every speaker 
was ready with her contribution. Suggestions as to 
efficient action were freely exchanged in a prevailing 
atmosphere of unity and helpfulness. 


The Conference was called to order by Anita Pollitzer 
National Chairman, who stated that the . of the meeting 
Was to make plans for action in the coming session of Con- 
gress. She then introduced Miss Mary Kennedy, Chairman 
of the Indiana Society for the Equal Rights . which 
is the Indiana Branch of the National Woman's Party. Miss 
Kennedy, who was greeted with applause, had been 
in her efforts to make members and guests feel at home. 
warm and a number of 

ana women who respon with words of praise 

kor the advance that had been made, and . and 
support for the future. Among them were Dr. Vidya Lindsay, 
Past President of the National Association of Women; Mrs. 
Genevieve 1 Finance Chairman of the Indiana Branch 
of the National oman’s Party; Miss Mary Thurston, Member 
of National Council of Teachers of English; Miss Anita Old- 
— President, Indiana State Teachers Association; Mrs. 
— Garrett, member Indiana State Highway Commission; 
. Wason, pioneer su ist; Mrs. erick 

Balz, Indiana State Senator, and Dr. A ag Wells, who, ,al- 


though she has recent! ; 
herself. with Indians Still identifies 


state in the educational fiel 


Miss Pollitzer further introduced Dr Wells, Dean Emeritus 
of Women, Indiana University, Past Vice-President of Ameri- 
can Association of University Women, Past President of Asso- 
ciation of Deans of Women, as a woman who represented a 
cross-section of American thought and who brought experi- 
ence and wisdom to the Council of the Natio Woman’s 
Party, and asked her to preside at the Conference. 


many years of work in that 


ese messages 


ressed continued loyalty and 
Miss Pollitzer, and of Miss Paul and 


laud our ificent gains and realize their signifi 5 
Marion May of New York: “Love, confidence — 
and Alice Paul’s.” From Eliza- 


Alice Paul from an old Life Member who appreciates our 
— work for the National Woman's Party.” From Jane 
orman Smith of Vermont: * * * Miss Paul, world feminist 


son of New Jersey, Ellen Abbott of New York, Marion L. Ken- 
ny of Delaware, Marie Moore Forrest of the District of Colum- 

Estele Blair Bjerg of Arizona, Brandon of Ohio, Mrs. 
John S. Forrest of North Carolina, Helen Vanderb of Iowa, 
Maude Anthony Kohler of California, Helen Robbins Bitterman 


of Ohio, Nina Lesse f Calif 
ot Obie. ands man o ornia, Maude Bellar Rhoades 


From New York, Florida, Virginia, Arizona, and Ohio, women 
reached out oes hands to e those of the women 
e Conference, women m California to the 

Atlantic seaboard. These messages greatly strengthened the 
spirit of those present, created a unity t submerged all 
personal differences, and knit the members of the Conference 


meets — ay had been formed by the National 
under 


into a whole with a single object to advance the cause of 
women. 


Miss Pollitzer then introduced the state 


to us to get 
po — This is 
not a quilting party, each one must spread the message“ 
“When you get an enthusiastic member, you have a — 
“A half dozen key women will be able to get results“ — It is 
the spirit in w you go forth.” . ’ 


From this pool of information and expe each one could 
— something that would apply hel 5 to ber own 
problem. 


Miss Pollitzer spoke earnestly of the Congressional situation. 
It is the first time in the history of the amendment, she said, 
that we are able to to an incoming Congress with favorable 
committee reports from both Senate and House Judiciary 
Committees. e have made signal gains in both the House 
and Senate. More than 30 governors have endorsed the Amend- 
ment, and more than 30 national o izations have done 80. 
Relatively speaking, we are on the brink of victory. But we 
can remain on the brink of victory a long time unless we all 
work to preserve and advance our gains. She mentioned 
briefly that a Women’s Joint Legislative Co which 
oman’s 
Mrs. Nina Horton Avery. 


Mrs. Cecil Norton Broy, political chairman, pointed out 
that 56 Senators were pledged to vote for the Amendment, 
when the vote was taken in the Senate last Summer, but that 
no notice had been given that the amendment would be brought 
up, and the vote was taken when Senators who were y 
were scattered from Bikini to Rome. 


Following the breakfast which was arranged for Sunday 
morning, of 


Party, chairmanship of 


rs. Grace Cook Kurz, Organization 

the National Woman’s Party, acted as master of ceremonies, 
and called upon some of the members for talks, inclu Mrs. 
Catherine Dobbs of Ohio, i „ Young Adults uncil, 
National Woman’s Party; Betty Gram Swing, Connecticut, 
Member, National Council; Ernestine Breisch Powell, Vice 
Chairman, Columbus (Ohio) Branch, National Woman’s Party, 
and immediate past First Vice President, National Association 
Women Lawyers; Mrs. Charles Robbins, Illinois Chairman, 
National Woman’s Party; Mrs. oe d E. Owens, North Dakota 
Chairman; Miss Lu ce Winkler, California, Southwest 
— — Chairman; Mi e MN. , Connecticut, former 
National Chairman, National Woman’s Party. 


The meeting of the National Council which followed was 
opened by Miss Pollitzer who, after appointment of a secretary 
and adoption of the agenda turned meeting over to Clara 
Snell Wolfe, First Vice-Chairman, who presided with admirable 
tact and fairn assisted at every, even slight, controversial 
Mrs. Lilly, parliamentarian of the 


int b 
| Woman's Party. 


The unfortunate confusion and misunderstanding with re- 
— to the time and place of the 1947 convention was settled 
r discussion of other dates and pease Dy the oe of 
a resolution naming Chicago as the place April 12 and 13 
as the date. It was the opinion of majority. of the Council 
that the date would permit the attendance of teachare, and 
that Chi would attract many whom distance had previously 
revented from attendance. The second item of the resolution 
had the hearty support of the Mid-West members. 


Other resolutions adopted included approval of the action of 
the Executive Council since the last meeting of the National 
Council, and accorded a vote of confidence with respect to the 
leadership of the Chairman of the National Woman’s Party, 
its first, second, and third vice-chairmen and its treasurer. 


And now 1947. A new 


new Co 


year—a ngress—a fitting 
occasion for every friend of the Amendment to make a resolu- 


tion to do her utmost to secure the adoption of the Equal 
Rights Amendment before the year comes to an end. } 


Janua 


who responded by reviewing efly on eir 
respective states, the support pledged by their Senators and the 
Congressional creations, the prospect of future — —— in 1 
from those presently opposed, and 2 that proved T 
effective in convincing members of Congress of the need for Nick 
passage of the Amendment. Throughout these talks ran the Ic 
refrains: The women in the states must get busy — Spread Jam 
the spirit in your home town”—‘“Explain to each new member ants 
the 
Hea 
the 
of 
take 
the 
qui 
Na 
pe 
NA 
We 
1 
of 
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he 
hib 
Numerous letters and telegrams were read from friends and 
Council members who could not 
And ration for the very substantial _ made under 
their leadership. From Helen Hunt est of Florida: 
“* * * Strongly support our Founder, Alice Paul, and our 
elected officers. As a former Co j i R 
; rs of New York: “Heartiest su th 
er given her life to brilliant, unselfish, and untiring 
work for advancement of women and she and Miss Pollitzer, one Ce 
of the best speakers and most devoted women in this movement 
have brought the equal rights amendment to its present favor- 
able position. And so on. With mounting pleasure the wo- RE 
men listened to similar messages from Florence Bayard Hilles 
of Delaware, Esther B. McLaughlin of New York, Ethel Adam- 
B 
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Treasurer’s Report 
October, 1945, to October, 1946 


The Treasurer and the Assistant to the Treasurer 
have the honor to present herewith their report for 
the first twelve months since they took office, following 
the — by Mail of the National Woman's Party 
in 1945. 


This Report has been audited by Edna Hummer 
Nick, C. P. A. (D. C. and Virginia), of the firm of 
James A. Councilor & Co., Certified Public Account- 
ants, Tower Building, Washington, D. C. 


We have both kept in constant personal touch with 
the details of the work of the Treasurer’s office at 
Headquarters. Special mention should be made of 
the unusually faithful, conscientious, and able work 
of Miss Claire Mish and of Miss Reeda Fish who have 
taken care of the bookkeeping and who have prepared 
the many intricate and detailed financial reports re- 
quired by the Government during the year. 

We have been happy, as is the case of all the other 
National Officers, to give our services without com- 
pensation of any kind. In addition, the Treasurer has 


herself contributed and raised over $1000 during the 
year and brought in a great many memberships. 


It is our belief that the greatest possible economy 


has been observed in the handling of the funds. Our 
nation-wide campaign to raise the status of women 
has been conducted for a much smaller sum than is 
spent by the political parties in their election work 
in a single district. 


The World Woman’s Party has raised all of the 


funds for its own work, and has reimbursed the Na- 
tional Treasury for the World Woman’s Party share 
of office expenses at the National Headquarters. 


(Signed) 
GLADYS HOUSTON GREINER, 
Treasurer. 


FLORENCE ELIZABETH KENNARD, 
Assistant to the Treasurer. 


The above Report was presented to the National 


Council of the National Woman’s Party at the meeting 


held at Indianapolis, December 15, 1946. 


Audit Report 


For the Period October 1, 1945, to December 31, 1945 


December 10, 1946. 
NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY, 


Washington, D. C. 

I have audited the cash records of the Treasurer 
of the National Woman’s Party for the period 
October 1, 1945, to December 31, 1945, and submit 


herewith my report which includes the following ex- 
hibit and schedules: 


Exhibit A—Consolidated Statement of Cash Re- 
ceipts and Disbursements for the Period 
October 1, 1945, to December 31, 1945. 


Schedule A-1—Statement of Cash Receipts and 
Disbursements General. 


Schedule A-2—Statement of Cash Receipts and 
Disbursements House. 


Schedule A-3—Statement of Cash Receipts and 
Disbursements EQUAL RIGHTS. 


In my opinion the accompanying Statements of Cash 
Receipts and Disbursements correctly set forth the 
cash transactions of the National Woman’s Party for 
the period October 1, 1945, to December 31, 1945. 


EDNA HUMMER NICK, 
Certified Public Accountant. 


Consolidated Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements 
for the Period October 1, 1945, to December 31, 1945 


RECEIPTS: 
House Z 1,972.75 
Equal Rights (Schedule A-3)...............-- 880.05 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
General $5,672.22 
ouse (Schedule A- 7)7)7)7)ʒ/ . 967.58 
Equal Rights 250.00 
Total Dbursemen tee $6,889.75 
Excess of Disbursements Over Receipts..................-- $ 124.43 
BALANCE, DECEMBER 81, 103. 8 124.08 
CONSISTING OF: 
Savings Account—Essay Contest Prize Fund. 27.00 
$ 124.08 
— — 


GENERAL 
RECEIPTS: 
Contributions and Dues $1,931.98 
Investment Fund, Inco nme 1,610.00 
Refund of Traveling 44.48 
Refund of Telephone and Telegraph............ 32.91 
Literature Sales and Contributions 18.85 
̃ͤ ˙ -m ᷣ ö T 90.55 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
Salaries: 
Executive Secretary .........++. $ 500.00 
tenographers an 
$2,047.75 
Office Supplies and Equipment 69.29 
Telephone and Telegraph 1,026.92 
Special Organization and Press Work.......... 160.75 
Stationery, Printing, Mimeographing, etc........ 1,462.58 
Old Age Benefit and Unemployment 
Compensation Insurance and With- 
Less Amount Deducted from Salaries 320.57 4 em 
Total Disbursemen $5,672.22 
EXCESS OF DISBURSEMENTS OVER RECEIPTS $1,259.70 
HOUSE 
RECEIPTS: 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
Z $ 351.56 
aries: 
257.05 
95.78 
Total Disbursem ente 967.53 
EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS $1,005.22 


EQUAL RIGHTS 
RECEIPTS: 


Donations and Miscellaneous 57.40 
ͤ 


DISBURSEMENTS: 


Salary—Busimess Manggernr 
EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS.. 


818 8 
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For the Period January 1, 1946, to September 30, 1946 


December 10, 1946. 
NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY, | 


Washington, D. C. 


I have audited the cash records of the Treasurer 
of the National Woman’s Party for the period 
January 1, 1946, to September 30, 1946, and submit 
herewith my report which includes the following ex- 
hibit and schedules: 

Exhibit A—Consolidated Statement of Cash Re- 
ceipts and Disbursements for the Period 
January 1, 1946, to September 30, 1946. 

Schedule A-1—Statesment of Cash Receipts and 

Disbursements General. 

Schedule .A-2—Statement of Cash Receipts and 
Disbursements House. 

Schedule A-3-——Statement of Cash Receipts and 
Disbursements EQUAL RIGHTS. 


In my opinion the accompanying Statements of Cash 
Receipts and Disbursements correctly set forth the 
cash transactions of the National Woman’s Party for 
the period January 1, 1946, to September 30, 1946. 


EDNA HUMMER NICK, 
Certified Public Accountant. 


Consolidated Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements 
for the Period January 1, 1946, to September 30, 1946 


RECEIPTS: 
General (Schedule A-1777) $15,421.76 
House (Schedule A-2). ee eee 5,550.99 
Equal Rights (Schedule A-) 1,237.70 
$22,210.45 
DISBURSEMENTS: | 
General (Schedule A-- il) . $14,841.76 
House (Schedule 4,615.99 
Equal Rights (Schedule A-3g3))))) 2,498.65 
Total Disbursements ........ N $21,956.40 
Excess of Receipts Over Disbursements?ss $ 254.05 
124.08 
BALANCE, SEPTEMBER 30, 104ee $ 378.13 
CONSISTING OF: 
Savings Account—Essay Contest Prize Fund... 27.00 
$ 3878.13 
RECEIPTS: GENERAL 
Investment Fund: 
$4,400.00 
Income „ „„ „ „ „% „ „ „41 8,500.00 
7,900.00 
1,088.50 


Reimbursement from World Woman's Party for 
office expenses charged to World Woman's 
Party, as shown under Disbursements below 1,019.86 


efunds—Telephone and Telegraph.......... 115.39 
Silver Anniversary Booklets 60.44 


Refunds for Mimeographing, Stationery, Print- 


ing, etc. 
Literature 19.32 
Stamps and Stationery........-. 12.58 
Postcards and 8.95 
Total Receipf tes $15,421.7 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
- Salaries: 
Executive Secretary ...... seeeee $1,800.00 
Bookkeepers, Stenographers, 4 
$5,670.95 
Telephone and 2,325.17 
Mimeographing, Printing, Stationery, etc..... 1,786.15 
Traveling Expens ens 1,443.02 
Office Expenses paid for World Woman’s Party 
(see reimbursement from World Woman’s Party 
under Receipts listed above): 1,092.23 
Orenminetion 364.00 
Old Age Benefit and Unemployment Compensation 
Insurance and Withholding Taxes 1,123.80 
Less Amount Deducted from 
325.06 
Rental 90.00 
72.75 
36.20 
Refunds— Advertising 15.00 
6.21 
% 223.52 
Total Disbursemen t $14,841.76 
EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS $ _ 580.00 
RECEIPTS : HOUSE 

Metund of Water Bemt.. 2 

109. 

Salaries: 
$565.38 
360.00 

925.38 

Heat, Light and Gas—144 B Street 718.97 

Heat, Light Gass—-212 Second Street 263.62 

497.18 

// / 194.05 

Miscellaneous 30.80 

EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS $ 9385.00 
= — 

RECEIPTs: EQUAL RIGHTS 

Miscellaneous 48.37 

DISBURSEMENTS: 
Salary—Business Manager 
74.90 
Total Disbursements .................. — $2,498.65 


EXCESS OF DISBURSEMENTS OVER RECEIPTS —$1,260.95 


RECEIPTS — NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, JULY 1, to OCTOBER 1, 1946 


Treasurer Miss Gladys Houston Greiner Assistant to the Treasurer Miss Florence Elizabeth Kennard 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS Miss Gladys Webster, D. C........... 3.00 

Mrs, Ethel Adamson, N. J. $ 100.00 Miss Marie Charron, B. GG. 2.00 I eg e 
Miss Gladys H. Greiner, Md.......... 100. 00 Mrs. Marguerite H. Steis. D. CO. 1.00 Miss Sarah Purvin, Cal.; Miss Iris 
Mrs. Helen Underwool Loewen, Pa..... 100.00 Mrs. George Morey, Md... 50 Nordahl, Cal.; Mrs. Bonnie Temple- 
Mrs. Elizabeth T. Kent, Call 60.00 Mrs. Marion MacLachlen, Mich....... 45 ton, Cal.; Mrs. Marguerite Davis 

rs. Clara Snell Wolfe, Ohio........ 50.00 Mrs, Lena Gueydon, D. C............ 25 Vt.; Miss Blanche Davis, N. F. 

rs. Emma Guffey Miller, D. C....... 80.00 Miss Borodia, France: Miss Velma 
De. Agnes 1 Zot, ine ES A 30.00 Total Contributions and Memberships $ 739.21 Mathines, III.; Helen Gowan, III.; 

Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell, Fla........ 21.61 ENROLLMENT MEMBERSHIPS Macy ie 
Miss Anita Pollitzer, 8. C............ 20.00 Miss G. Cheraa, France; Miss Stella Total Enrollments ........ $ 26.25 
Adeline D. Gray, Call 18.90 Duff, Va.; Mrs, Duff, Va.; Mrs. Lyle ag : 
Miss Florence Elizabeth Kennard, Md. 15.00 E. Goodwin, N. Miss Wilma OTHER RECEIPTS 
Miss Marjorie Merrill, D. C.......... 15.00 Clark, N. T.; Mrs, Fred Christmas, Subscriptions to Equal Rights 870.92 
Miss Blanche Davis, D. C............ 15.00 N. T.; Mrs, Robert Flynn, N. F.; Rent of ene Ä 8.870. 
Miss Betty Mayer, Call 10.00 Mrs. Charles Peavy, III.; Miss Dor- Income from Investment and ‘Ende 2 
Miss Lavinia Dock, Pa..... ae 10.00 othy M. Strickland, Md.; Marcella ment Fund sags 
Mrs. Nina E. Allender, III. 10.00 Hughes, Ohio; Eleanor Smith, Ohio, Reimbursement from World Woman’, 1,400.00 
Miss Mary E. Downey, D. C......... 10.00 Lena Champman, Ohio, Miss Pearl Party for office expenses char — oh, 
Mrs. Nina Horton Avery, Va......... 10.00 Von Au, Ohio; Mrs. Maud Beller World Woman's Party if 1 
Mrs, Welthy Honsinger Fisher, Mass... 10.00 Rhoades, Ohio; Miss Elizabeth J. Refunds from Telephone and Telegram: 9 
Miss Clara M. Hill, Conn 10.00 Adams, Ohio: Miss Ella M. Burton, Miscellaneous Income — 16.72 
Dr, Zelma Huxtable, Cal............. 10.00 Ohio; Miss Emma E. Turner, Ohio; Income from Telephone. 1 7 
Mrs. Rudolph Vincenti, Md. 10.00 Miss Mildred Fellows, Ohio; Mrs. 8. Sale of Literature. a= 
Mrs. Gertrude Drach Pyron, England. . 10.00 J. Batterson, Ohio; Dr. Virginia San- Sale of Stationery and Stampa 12 
Livonia Township Women’s Club, Mich. 8.00 derson, Ohio; Miss Hedwig E. Gam- Sale of ‘‘Silver Annivers P Book! ot”? a 
Mrs. Karl Green, Hawali........... 5.00 per, Ohio; Miss Mildred Goon, Ohio; Sale of Post Cards and Seals 2 5 
Mrs. Kirk Hall, Texas. 5.00 Mrs. V. D. Lewis, Ohio; Catherine . 80 
Elizabeth C. Crable, Call 5.00 Boorn, Ohio; Miss Ernestine Ball, Total . 
Mrs. Gertrude James Robey, Va...... 3.50 Ohio; Miss Virginia Thacher, Ohio; Grand Total Receipts $5,287.14 
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